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BIRDS OF SOUTHEASTERN WYOMING 


This checklist encompasses all of south-central and 
southeastern Wyoming within the area managed by the 
Rawlins Field Offfice in the Bureau of Land Management's 
High Desert District. This area includes all of Laramie, Albany, 
and Carbon Counties and the eastern portion of Sweetwater 
County, encompassing about 4 million acres of public lands. 
Diverse and scenic mountain uplifts, dramatic river canyons, 
large reservoirs, badlands, rolling sagebrush, and grasslands 
form some of the most distinctive features in the area. 


The region is characterized by gently rolling sagebrush- 
dominated prairie, interspersed with pockets of lodgepole 

pine and Douglas fir, aspen and conifer, and limberpine and 
juniper woodlands. Among the sagebrush communities 

are areas of greasewood, saltbush, riparian meadows, and 
grasslands. Upland drainages or woody draws provide stringers 
of deciduous woodlands dominated by cottonwood and aspen. 
Higher elevation mountain foothills provide areas of mountain 
shrubs, primarily true mountain mahogany, bitterbrush, and 
snowberry. River bottom forests are dominated by cottonwood. 
This diverse complex of habitat types supports birds that are 
year-round residents, birds that are summer residents, and 
neotropical migratory birds. 


PLEASE REPORT ALL SIGHTINGS 

of endangered, threatened, and candidate species; 
Wyoming special species of concern; or BLM state 
sensitive species for Wyoming to the persons or agencies 
listed on the inside back cover. 


ABUNDANCE DEFINITIONS 
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Abundant; occurs in large numbers and is easily observed 
because of its habits and conspicuousness. 


Common; occurs in large numbers. 
Uncommon; occurs in low numbers. 


Rare; may occur somewhere in the region but in low 
numbers. 


Unknown species whose existence within Wyoming 
is verified but insufficient information is available to 
determine abundance. 


Controlled species that currently exists in Wyoming only 
with human assistance. 


SEASONAL STATUS DEFINITIONS 
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Resident species that inhabits Wyoming year-round. 


Summer resident species that inhabits Wyoming during 
the summer breeding season (June-August) and migrates 
out of the state during the nonbreeding season. 


Winter resident species that inhabits Wyoming during 
winter (especially January) but is absent during the summer. 
Migrant species found in Wyoming only during spring 
and/or autumn migration. 

Accidental species; unusual visitor that is out of the 
species’ normal range of occurrence. 

Peripheral species whose range extends only into a small 
portion of Wyoming. 


Undetermined species that occurs in Wyoming, but its 
seasonal status is uncertain. 


FEDERAL AND STATE STATUS DEFINITIONS 
Populations of many species of birds are declining. Those with 
special conservation needs are identified as follows: 
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Federally listed endangered species in Wyoming. 
Federally listed threatened species in Wyoming. 


Candidate species for federal listing as threatened or 
endangered somewhere in its range. 


BLM state sensitive species that may become a 
candidate species for federal listing as threatened or 
endangered in the future. 


Neotropical migratory birds that winter in Mexico, 
tropical America, or outside the Americas and may be 
impacted by destruction of those winter habitats. 


NSS1 Priority 1 species populations are greatly restricted or 


declining—extirpation appears possible (Wyoming 
Game and Fish designation). 


NSS2 Priority 2 species populations are declining or restricted 


in numbers and/or distribution—extirpation is not 
imminent (Wyoming Game and Fish designation). 


NSS3 Priority 3 species are widely distributed; population 


status and trends are unknown but are suspected to be 
stable (Wyoming Game and Fish designation). 


NSS4 Priority 4 species populations are stable or increasing 


and not restricted in numbers and/or distribution 
(Wyoming Game and Fish designation.) 


NSSU Undetermined; species’ existence within Wyoming 


is verified but insufficient information is available to 
determine state status. 


GB Game bird. 
GBNS Game bird, no season. 
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Swans, Geese, and Ducks (continued) 


a 
anccntigen [oan fw [| | 


fcmatck | on | fol |_| 
freed | | em] 
Fengnededduck | con | [om] |_| 
Titeaouce | con | ||| me 
cease | con | | | | a 
rissesay | oan | fom) | 
riaequnduk | assum | [uf |_| 
ngaieadue | can |_| |_| a 
Faucscer | an |_| | | | me 
sufser | on | | | [al 
witewingedSener | can | | | |u| 
Fcemmonsovenye | con om] | |_| 
eanowscaenee | cn fim] | | 
rors | can uf | | 
iowetnenaser | aan ful | | 
‘cenmenveganes | cen [om] | |_| 
rettreasedwecaner | con | [ul |_| 
jRuddyDuck | aan | cm] | 
Vultures 
Fueywitwe || [omen] 


Hawks, Kites, and Eagles 
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Wild Turkey 
Northern Bobwhite 


Rails, Gallinules, and Coots 


Plovers 
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Sandpipers and Allies (continued) 
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Pectoral Sandpiper 


Stilt Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Short-billed Dowitcher 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
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Gulls, Terns, and Allies 
Parasitic Jaeger 
Franklin’s Gull 
Black-headed Gull 
Bonaparte'’s Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
California Gull 
Herring Gull 
Glaucous Gull 
Sabine’s Gull 
Caspian Tern 
Common Tern 
Forster's Tern 
Black Tern 
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1 West of the Contintental Divide, this species is considered a unique population segment that is listed 
as threatened. 
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Nuthatches 
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Old World Flycatchers and Allies 
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Old World Flycatchers and Allies (continued) 


U 


a 
Tad bai 
| cm 
| cm 
plead 
jab | | 
Ea 


jem | | 
pid 


errs 
kara 
Lara 
Swainsonsthaush | ON | 
jHermitthsh | N 
[Woodthsh | N 
American Robin, | N 
[VariedThrush | N 
Mockingbirds and Thrashers 
[cay TN 
them Mecingid |W 
[BrownThrasher | ON | 


Wagtails and Pipits 


a Ce 


[soraguesPipt | NTT TR 


Waxwings 


feeninwordng | [cn | 
goin = abate jie 


Shrikes 


Honhensinle TM | stm Ci 
[Loggerhead Shrike | N,S.NSS4| | cm | [| 
Starlings 


Europeanstaring | fa] | 
Vireos 

Puumbeousvio | ON | ful | 

|Warbingvieo | ON | fem] | 

Pritdephiavieo | ON | || 

Red-eyed Vireo Eee! 


Wood Warblers (continued) 
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Cardinals, Grosbeaks, and Allies (continued) 
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Blackbirds and Orioles 
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Blackbirds and Orioles (continued) 


[WestemMeadowiark | ow | [ab] | 
Yellowreadedslactbid | | N | [cm] || 
RustyBlacbid | ow | TT 
BrewersBickbid | ON | fab] | 


Common Grackle 


ee 
Brown-headed Cowbird inWeWe he | 
eto 
Exes 


Orchard Oriole 


Cm 
Cm 
Bullock’s Oriole cm 


| cm | 
| cm | 
mz 
| cm | 
Scott's Oriole Fe 
eo 


N, NSSU 
Old World Finches and Allies 


Black Rosy-Finch NSSU,N | U 
Brown-capped Rosy-Finch | NSSU, N es 


Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 


cael 
Pine Grosbeak Kee MND t | 
Purple Finch HN} 
Cassin’s Finch WN dent 
House Finch ae 8 «| 
Red Crossbill 
White-winged Crossbill 

Common Redpoll 


Dae 
Rabe 
Hoary Redpoll | oN | 
Raves 


lesseroldfincn | ON | || 
jAmercanGoitincn | oN fm] || 
EveringGrosbeak |] Nom] || 


Old World Sparrows 


te Sool iS a 


NOTES: 


ae 
=} 
o 
wy 
n 
a. 
s 


RECOMMENDED FIELD GUIDES AND RELATED SOURCES 


Dorn, J.L. and R.D. Dorn. 1999. Wyoming Birds. Second edition. 
Mountain West Publishing, Cheyenne, Wyoming. 


Dunn, J.L. and J. Alderfer. Field Guide to the Birds of North America. 
Seventh edition. National Geographic, Washington, DC. 


Orabona, A. and C. Rudd. 2016. Wyoming Bird Checklist. 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Nongame Program, 
Lander, Wyoming. 


Orabona, A.C., C.K. Rudd, N.L. Bjornlie, Z.J. Walker, S.M. Patla, and 
R.J. Oakleaf, eds. 2016. Atlas of Birds, Mammals, Amphibians, 
and Reptiles in Wyoming. Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department, Nongame Program, Lander, Wyoming. 


Peterson, R.T. 2010. Peterson Field Guide to Birds of Western 
North America. Fourth edition. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Publishing Company, New York. 


Robbins, C.S, B. Bruun, and H.S. Zim. 2001. Birds of North 
America: A Guide to Field Identification. Revised by J.P. 
Latimer, K.S. Nolting, and J. Coe. Golden Field Guide, St. 
Martin’s Press, New York. 


Sibley, D.A. 2014. The Sibley Guide to Birds. Second edition. Alfred 
A. Knopf, New York. 


Udvardy, M.D.F. 1994. National Audubon Society Field Guide to 
North American Birds—Western Region. Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York. 


PLEASE REPORT ALL SIGHTINGS 

of endangered, threatened, and candidate species; 
Wyoming special species of concern; or BLM state 
sensitive species for Wyoming to either: 


Wildlife Biologist Wildlife Biologist 

Bureau of Land Management Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
Rawlins Field Office 260 Buena Vista Drive 

1300 North Third Lander, WY 82520 

Rawlins, WY 82301-2407 (307) 332-2688 

(307) 328-4200 


Please include, if possible, the date and location of the 
observation and any other pertinent information, such as the 
types of habitat used by the bird. 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT OFFICES 


High Desert District Office Rawlins Field Office 

280 Highway 191 North 1300 North Third 

Rock Springs, WY 82901-3447 Rawlins, WY 82301-2407 
(307) 352-0256 (307) 328-4200 


Cover photos from top to bottom: 
Gadwall, Western Meadowlark, Greater Sage-Grouse, Burrowing Owl. 


Back cover photos from top to bottom: 
Osprey, Sandhill Crane, House Finch, Wood Duck, American Avocet. 
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